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CEPARTMINT OF STAIE August 1, 1975 ‘ ‘ //ﬁfE) ‘
The Honoraﬁle Henry lﬁ-g:hfgge;’ K1 9 54 . ‘ L ‘ ACTIO !
Secretary of State ‘ - ' P ‘ dPJ

«Cs : ' . is assign

Washj.ngton, D.C F*}Diﬁ%}st{s _ - | ‘I gne h
Dear Mr. Secretary: DCCUMEN L | /éljﬁf i

I am writing as the father of Barbara Smutg, one of the four primate
researchers kidnaped in Tanzania on May 19 by members of the Popular
Revolutionary Party of Eastern Zaire, Now that my daughter and her three
friends all have been returned unharmed, I want to express my gratitude
for the efforts of the State Department on their behalf, and particularly

for th a erformance of United States Ambassador to
Tanzan W. Beverly Carter. :

I have heard nothing but praise for Ambassador Carter's rxole in this
very difficult situation -- from my daughter and my wife who were in daily
contact with him during their two weeks in Dar Es Salaam after my daughter's
release (including several days as his guest in his residence) -- from
Professor David Hamburg of Stanford University and Professor Peter Steiner
of the University of Michigan, both of whom worked closely with Ambansador
Carter for the release of the hostages -« and from Mr, Wendell Coote of the
East African Office of State with whom I talked frequently on the telephone,
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It is obvious that Ambassador Carter must have faced some very difficult
and sensitive problems in working for the release of hostages held by rebels
in Zaire, while at the same time protecting broader United States interests
i2.22E%.Eﬁﬂiﬁniﬂ_iﬁé_ZQLIﬂ._at a time when relationshivs with the govern-
ment of Zaire were under great strain, Everything I have learned about his

~actions indicates that he performed with the greatest of competence,
discretion and dedication,

I know that all of those directly involved are convinced that the safe
return of four remarkable young scientists could not have been achieved
without Ambassador Carter's efforts, That these efforts succeeded without,

to my knowledge, causing any embarrassment Lo any of the governments involved,
sugges ‘ e at he must be a true plomat, is 80 4
fnTormation available to me that the release of the hostages was aided

immeasurably by the good standing Ambassador Carter continued to enjoy with
- President Nyerere and the government of Tanzania,.
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It is good to know that our country and its citizens are represented
“abroad by men of Ambassador Carter's character and caliber. I hope that he
will have the opportunity to employhis great abilities in even more important
assignments in years to come, and I shall follow his career with interest,

As a small token of my gratitude to you, to the State Department, |
to Mr, Coote and his staff in the East African 0ffice and to Ambassador B

Carter, I am _sgending copies of this letter of thanks to President Ford,
to all members of nate Committee on Foreign Relations and to a

members of the INo Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-238-6-35-3
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4011 Thornoaks _ o
. _ Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 -4
August 1, 1975 o

The Honorable Henry Kissinger ‘ . ‘
Secretary of State o L ' S &
Washington, D.C. ' : : ' : :

Dear Mr. Secretary: o o l

I know that my hugband and several others who were intimately involved :
in efforts to secure the release of the four researchers abducted into Zaire
fromthe Gombe Stream Research Centre in Tanzania are writing to tell you ;
about the superb performance of U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania, W. Beverly !
Carter, I concur wholeheartedly in their appraisal of Ambassador Carter's :
crucial role in saving the lives of the hostages, My intention in writing, how- .
ever, is to tell you some things about the Ambassador that are not revealed by
comments on his official role,

Upon my arrival in Dar Es Salaam on the morning of May 27, I was told
a moving and dramatic story by my daughter, Barbara Smuts, and Professor
Peter Steiner of the University of Michigan Law School, then on leave at
the University of Nairobi, who had flown to Dar at our request and was present
at the press conference held the preceding day by President Nyerere, Ambassador
Carter and Barbara.
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| A private meetlng was scheduled, just before the press conference, .
between the President, the Ambassador and Barbara. A few hours earlier,
Ambassador Carter ate a piece of cookie which contained peanut oil, He
has an allergic reaction to peanuts, in any form, which will cause death
within hours if an injection of adrenalin is not administered. This time, - i
the first injection was not enough and the Ambassador was forced to take 3
three-and-~a-half times the prescribed dosage (which my own allergist tells me |
was also life-threatening) in order to carry on. At the scene of the meeting,
shortly before he and Barbara were to join President Nyerere, he went into ;
gdrenalin shock, My daughter said that she thought he was about to die ¥
before her eyes, While others helped the Ambassador, Barbara was summoned to :
the interview with President Nyerere.

Through what must have been a heroic act of will, Ambassador Carter
participated in the press conference immediately after the interview,
Although I was not present, I have listened to a tape recording of the
prese conference, In spite of his physical distress, Ambassador Carter
handled the situation magnificently,
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_ ~ President Nyerere, as you know, firmly and angrily rejected all the
kidnapers' demands. Ambassador Carter supported the President and -added that
“the U.S. government never, in any circums tances, could or would pay ransom for
the release of its citizens, Nevertheless, he also managed to express clear-
ly, more than once, his optimism that a way would be found to secure the
release of the hostages, This was the only hint that wem& the abductors _ ;
had, for a long time, that their demands were not completely and finally i
rejected., The parents of the hostages and the others involved believe
that Ambassador Carter's responses at that otherwise utterly negative press
lconference may well have prevented precipitous action by the gbductors.

I should lika tA Armmant alemn an tha Amhsceadarts navaocanal binmdnasce
to my daughter NO Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-238-6-35-3
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arrived the next morning. That day and night, because the telephone lines were
down, they made four automobile trips to fetch a doctor and nurse. In spite
of the fact that their son and daughter-in-law had just arrived for their

- first holiday in Africa, Ambassador and Mrs. Carter insisted that both Barbara
.and I remain as their guests until they were certain that Barbara was well

enough for hotel living., Alpost two weeks later, when Barbara was still

-unwell and still undiagnosed, Ambassador Carter arranged for her medical

~evacuation to London and personally saw us of f at the airport. I might add

that his wit, charm and good spirits helped all of us: to get through those
dismal days after Barbara was released and the fate of her friends was
still uncertain, _

‘Today, when the press is so full of stories about .the failings and misdeeds

‘of some public servants, it gives me special pleasure to be able to relate

-unhappy episode, - :

to you a few incidents which demonstrate the outstanding qualities of this
member of your staff, If my letter and.those of others about Ambassador

.Carter persuade you to place him in a position where he will have the : :

opportunity to serve many more people as well as he served us, I shall
consider it one of the few constructive results to come out of this whole
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Very sincefely yours,

G \ - ' . Alice Smuts
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